
The Gifted Gallery 

Gifted and Talented Community News for the Pikes Peak Region 

Summer 2009, Volume 3, Number 5 

The purpose of The Gifted Gallery, a free newsletter with information collected by volunteers, is to cultivate 
relationships within the Pikes Peak Region, and its content does not necessarily reflect any particular school or 
school district. Information from all schools, districts, and community groups, organizations for the gifted is 
actively welcomed. We further seek to increase awareness of the various available resources share ideas for 
the needs of gifted and talented students, their families, and the staff members who serve them. Visit the Gifted 
Gallery online at www.giftedgallery.org in the coming weeks for a new look and new information. To 
unsubscribe, click here.  

Colorado’s 
Definition 
of ‘Gifted’ 

Visit the 
Colorado 
Department of 
Education’s 
website for 
identification 
and 
programming 
information. 

 excepti
onal 
ability 

 excepti
onal 
potenti
al 

 special 
provisi
ons 
neede
d for 
succes
s 

 

Free 
Circulation  

 
The Gifted Gallery Goes to the Zoo!! 

Friday, June 5th, 2009 

Meet at 10:00a.m. at the entrance to the giraffes 

Wear blue and we’ll see you! Join us for a scavenger hunt of 
challenging clues throughout the zoo, and meet for lunch at the picnic 

tables by the Colobus Café at noon. Don’t forget your pencil!  

Everyone welcome. 

Local Program Listings & 

Submissions 

submitted by the BANR board and steering committee 

YOU’RE INVITED! The Academy for Advanced and Creative Learners 

http://www.giftedgallery.org/
mailto:giftedgallery@comcast.net?subject=unsubscribe
http://www.cde.state.co.us/gt/index.htm
http://www.cde.state.co.us/gt/index.htm


Please forward 
and share the 
Gifted Gallery 
with others. 
Information, 
ideas, and 
postings are 
always 
welcome. 

Unsubscribe 
from this 
newsletter 
here.  

Other 
Ways to 
Connect 

Twitter, for 
infrequent 
postings of 
events 

Blogspot, for 
local topics of 
interest 

Yahoo! 
Discussion, for 
an email 
discussion of 
issues related 
to giftedness 

Facebook, for 
postings, links, 
and more 

 

Gifted Gallery 

giftedgallery@

comcast.net 

We’re on the 

Web! 

On-line 

invites interested families and community members to stop by  

the East Library’s conference room one  

between 7pm and 8pm on Thursday, May 28
th

  

and join the conversation. This Academy is now accepting Letters of Intent to 

Enroll and Letters of Support and working on the charter application for the 

2010-2011 school year with a program that will provide the opportunity for 

advanced, creative, gifted, and twice-exceptional learners as well as typical 

learners to work in multi-age divisions at a faster pace and greater depth than 

a typical grade-level curriculum might provide. The website has a whole new 

look at www.academyacl.org.  

  The Pathway to a Lifetime of Learningé  

submitted by Jennifer Baker, M.A. and Peggy Priest 

Discovery Trails Early Learning Academy is planning a field trip to 

Monument Valley Park on Wednesday June 3rd from 9-11.  We will learn 

about pond life, journal about our experience and do an art project.  Children 

need to have a parent with them and a healthy snack and drink. We will meet 

at the playground off of the parking lot at Glen and Uintah at 9:00 a.m. Visit 

http://www.discoverytrailsacademy.com/ for contact information. 

 

   For a list of summer classes at the Fine Arts 

Center, visit http://www.csfineartscenter.org/education_youth.asp. Registration 

opens to the public on May 18, 2009. Applicable ages run 2-19. 

 

The Challenger Learning Center has a variety of 

summer programs available for students in first through twelfth grade. These 

include Space Adventures, Rocketeers, Moon Walkers, Living in Space, and 

Space Engineering Odyssey where college credits are available. Visit 

www.clccs.org or call 719-598-9755.   

 

Calvary Family Martial Arts and Fitness 

Submitted by Heather Anderson, instructor 

At Calvary Family Martial Arts and Fitness, we recognize the unique social-

mailto:giftedgallery@comcast.net?subject=unsubscribe
mailto:giftedgallery@comcast.net?subject=unsubscribe
http://twitter.com/Giftedgallery
http://giftedgallery.blogspot.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/giftedgallery/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/giftedgallery/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-Region-Colorado/Gifted-Gallery-News-for-Gifted-Community-of-the-Pikes-Peak/80124565996?ref=ts
mailto:giftedgallery@comcast.net
mailto:giftedgallery@comcast.net
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/giftedgallery/
http://www.academyacl.org/site/submit_intent.html
http://www.academyacl.org/site/submit_intent.html
http://www.academyacl.org/site/submit_intent.html
http://www.academyacl.org/site/submitLetter.html
http://www.academyacl.org/
http://www.discoverytrailsacademy.com/
http://www.discoverytrailsacademy.com/
http://www.csfineartscenter.org/education_youth.asp
http://www.clccs.org/
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Food For 
Thought:  

Is it a 
Cheetah? 

emotional needs and physical development of gifted children. These skills 

include self-advocacy, developing an internal locus of control, confidence-

building and goal-setting, self-assessment, and skills for managing stress. We 

also recognize research from Kay, Robson, and Brenneman in High IQ Kids, 

(2008), noting some gifted children need to develop skills with physical 

coordination and strengthen visual-motor abilities (p. 93), and our students 

build coordination and confidence in their ability to interact with others in the 

physical world. For information on classes for all ages, visit 

www.calvaryfamilyfitness.com, call 719-237-0043, or speak to Lil’ Dragons 

Instructor Heather Anderson, at 719-661-1288.  

Summer Classes, Toy Station at School Crossing 

Classes in Cooking, Cartooning, Crafts, Science, and more… Classes limited to 

12 students. Register in person or by phone at 593-7112. Wear old 

clothing! Toy Station reserves the right to cancel classes with low enrollment. 

Fees range from $6-$16. www.Eschoolcrossing.com  

The Cheyenne Mountain Zoo 

The Cheyenne Mountain Zoo is running a membership special until May 31
st
. 

Visit the following link to take advantage of the discount:  

http://store.cmzoo.org/ProductDetails.asp?ProductCode=CMZ4250Fam  

Meet other members of the gifted community when the Gifted Gallery Goes 

to the Zoo, Friday, June 5
th

; meet at 10 a.m. at the entrance to the giraffes… 

wear bright blue and bring a pencil for our scavenger hunt of clues! If it’s bad 

weather, we’ll meet at the Fine Arts Center instead… you’re welcome to email 

www.giftedgallery.org.  

Special Topic: 

Planning Summer Activities!! 

Before you plan out the whole summer for your gifted child(ren), Susan Lein of 
Camp Emerson suggestions you ask yourself which of these is your main 
summer goal:  

 Intellectual stimulation 

 Making friends 

 Relaxing 

 Learning something new 

 Being a kid 

 Trying a wide variety of activities 

 Balanced academic and recreational experience 

 Gaining independence 

 Building social skills 

http://www.giftedgallery.org/
http://www.giftedgallery.org/
http://www.giftedgallery.org/
http://www.stephanietolan.com/is_it_a_cheetah.htm
http://www.stephanietolan.com/is_it_a_cheetah.htm
http://www.calvaryfamilyfitness.com/
http://www.eschoolcrossing.com/
http://www.cmzoo.org/
http://store.cmzoo.org/ProductDetails.asp?ProductCode=CMZ4250Fam
http://www.giftedgallery.org/


 Or ____________ (you decide!) 
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/think_summer.htm  
 

Summertime can often be a difficult time for parents to help their gifted 
children find appropriate outlets for their intensity and excitement for learning 
new things. Christine Alcott has written an article entitled “Challengin the 
Gifted Child During Break” (July 4, 2007), with some great low-cost and 
practical ideas for parents to use. You can read her article at 
http://challenging-gifted-children.suite101.com/article.cfm/summer_parenting.  

Other Programs and Information 

The Education Program for Gifted Youth at Stanford University will be 
adding three additional grades to its online high school. 
 
Created in 2006 to meet the specific needs of gifted students, the EPGY 
Online High School (OHS) will add the seventh, eighth and ninth grades for fall 
2009. Applications are currently being accepted, and classes for these grades 
will begin this fall. Full details are available at http://epgy.stanford.edu/ohs. 

 

News 

News Release:  New Academic Standards in Four Subjects Available for 
Review: Math; Music; Reading, Writing and Communicating; and Science 

The Colorado Department of Education (CDE) today released the first public 
drafts from phase one of the K-12 Colorado Model Content Standards review 
process.  The new draft academic standards in four subjects: math; music; 
reading, writing and communicating; and science. They are now are available 
online at: 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/OSA/stand_rev_DRAFTS.ht
ml 
 

Special Topics 

For ways to entertain your children cheaply this summer, visit Carol 

Bainbridge’s About.com articles for the following topics: Jigsaw Puzzles, 

Construction Toys, and “Satisfying Your Child’s Need to Take Things Apart”.  

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/think_summer.htm
http://challenging-gifted-children.suite101.com/article.cfm/summer_parenting
http://epgy.stanford.edu/ohs
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/OSA/stand_rev_DRAFTS.html
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/OSA/stand_rev_DRAFTS.html
http://glclk.about.com/?zi=16/77Rp
http://glclk.about.com/?zi=16/77Rq
http://glclk.about.com/?zi=16/77Rr


 

Save the Date!!  

Information subject to change. Please use contact information to confirm details and 

appropriateness for your needs. 

Pikes Peak Support Group for Parents of Gifted Children 

7-8 pm at the East Library, Conference Room 1, Sharing ideas from SENG 

June 9
th

, July 13
th

, and August 10
th

: Summertime Activities, Family Life, and 

Preparing for the New School Year 

The second Monday of each month is scheduled throughout the summer at the 

same location. For questions, contact giftedgallery@comcast.net. 

Recommended: Parenting the Gifted Child by Webb, et. al 

The group is casual and welcoming, so feel free to grab a cup of coffee at the 

library's coffee bar and join us at any time. 

Other Events: 

 

May 18- Of Sharks and Men, Part 3 of 4, Rocky Mountain PBS station 

June 3- Discovery Trails Travels to Monument Valley Park, 9-11 a.m., to 
learn about pond life; bring a parent and a snack/drink; contact 
info@discoverytrailsacademy.com or 599-4370.  

June 5- The Gifted Gallery at the Zoo, Scavenger Hunt, Cheyenne 
Mountain Zoo, 10:00 a.m. at the giraffe exhibit, wear bright blue, and RSVP’s 
optional to giftedgallery@comcast.net  

July 2-6- PG Retreat for Families with Profoundly Gifted Children, 
Colorado Springs, Glen Eyrie, http://pgretreat.com/ 

July 17-19- SENG, Supporting the Emotional Needs of the Gifted, 
Orlando, Florida; visit www.sengifted.org; to register, click here 

mailto:giftedgallery@comcast.net
mailto:info@discoverytrailsacademy.com
mailto:giftedgallery@comcast.net
http://pgretreat.com/
http://www.sengifted.org/
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102582089202&s=5114&e=001XZtWRgENTOd7bsYsPGxoSms0rD5cw6o5Ppc-2shT6VA6zTVB5FEgreRvOOL-A6msf4pHWhBP8R89kqGa56WEYvcR0fzj9OxgIpyZRO7bkiTgPE3oix3IgDEKu5KB7xMDQqUEBRKXnrxoqGV9UNtcOA==


Training Programs 

The University of Northern Colorado’s Master’s/Endorsement in Gifted 

Education: 

 

Modifications have been made to the three different programs available based on 

feedback. For more information, please go to www.unco.edu/gtcenter, and email 

amy.graefe@unco.edu or call 970-351-1541 if you have questions.  

Free Training Series!! 

The University of California, Irvine Extension has announced a free, 

month-long series designed to help teachers, administrators and parents 

better understand and more effectively support gifted students. The program 

includes weekly seminars which will support a topic related to gifted children 

and will be offered online for free, topics include: 

"Building the Parent/Teacher Connection." May 20, 2009 

"Understanding IQ Testing & Special Programming for Advanced and Gifted 

Learners." May 27, 2009 

UC Irvine Extension is known for its exceptional GATE programming. Its 

programs provide options for K-12 teachers with focused professional 

development sessions, individual courses and entire certificate programs 

aligned with the California Association for the Gifted (CAG), the National 

Association for Gifted Children (NAGC), and state standards for excellence. 

http://unex.uci.edu/pressroom/releases/pr.asp?ID=196. For further information 

contact Amanda Yngelmo at ayngelmo@uci.edu or 949-824-9304. 

Job Posting,  

Gifted Education Director 

Rocky Mountain School for the Gifted and Creative (www.rms.org) is an 18 

– year old independent school with a nationally recognized program serving 

gifted learners. We are searching for an Education Director to provide 

leadership for the education program and the faculty as we create an 

environment that prepares young learners for citizenship in the 21
st
 Century. 

The Education Director will have primary responsibility for program 

development and implementation, faculty hiring, supervision and evaluation, 

professional development, curriculum and instruction oversight, and student 

discipline. This position reports to the Executive Director. For details, visit: 

http://www.rms.org/jobopenings.html 

http://www.unco.edu/gtcenter
mailbox://C|/Users/mrsmyers/AppData/Roaming/Thunderbird/Profiles/1vsoksl4.default/Mail/Local%20Folders/Inbox.sbd/Gifted%20Adults.sbd/amy.graefe@unco.edu
http://unex.uci.edu/pressroom/releases/pr.asp?ID=196
mailto:ayngelmo@uci.edu
http://www.rms.org/
http://www.rms.org/jobopenings.html


Companies and Other Resources 

Visit the Critical Thinking Company 
for a focus on thinking skills… http://www.criticalthinking.com/all-
abilities/index.html  
 

 

Differentiation Made Simple  helps classroom teachers overcome time 
constraints and other obstacles to differentiation by providing a wealth of 
ready-made and generic tools they can employ right away. The tools include 
task cards for literature, creative writing, and research; tic-tac-toe menus; 
graphic organizers; and guides to creating differentiated units, each one tied to 
specific questions and concerns teachers have about differentiating 
instruction. Also included are product lists and other assessment ideas, 
including rubrics and a scoring conversion table. Take 20% off the cover price 
of Differentiation Made Simple when you order it online from Prufrock Press' 
Web site now until May 29, 2009. For the discount code, email 
info@prufrock.com.  

Check out these websites for more 

information and resources 

IƻŀƎƛŜǎΩ DƛŦǘŜŘ hƴƭƛne- ά!ƭƭ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ DƛŦǘŜŘέ  

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/  

Find information for students, families, staff, and researchers on a huge 

variety of topics. Make sure that you read “Is It a Cheetah?” by Stephanie 

Tolan. 

Colorado Association for the Gifted   
http://www.coloradogifted.org/  

Find information focused on Colorado’s progress in meeting the needs of the 

gifted. 

http://www.criticalthinking.com/all-abilities/index.html
http://www.criticalthinking.com/all-abilities/index.html
http://www.prufrock.com/productdetails.cfm?disccode=05_653&SKU=653
http://www.prufrock.com/productdetails.cfm?disccode=05_653&SKU=653
mailto:info@prufrock.com?subject=E-Promotions
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/
http://www.stephanietolan.com/is_it_a_cheetah.htm
http://www.coloradogifted.org/


The Gifted Gallery is a way to share information and resources among the 

members of the gifted community in Colorado Springs. Advanced, gifted, and 

creative learners have a variety of needs for which educators and parents 

often find themselves hunting for ideas. If you have an idea to share or a need 

to find something, please let us know. 

 

Contact information 

Send an email to editor Nikki Myers at giftedgallery@comcast.net.  

Web links 

Visit the current Gifted Gallery website at www.giftedgallery.org for further 

links. The site is due for a new look soon! Join a local discussion forum online 

at YAHOO! Groups at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/giftedgallery/  

Community Service 

This information has been collected on a volunteer basis as a community 
service for the gifted and talented community of the Pikes Peak Region. It 
does not necessarily represent the views of any local school or school district. 
Accuracy is important to us, so please send suggested corrections to 
giftedgallery@comcast.net.  

The Gifted Gallery: Gifted and Talented Community News for the Pikes Peak Region 

You are receiving this email because you previously subscribed to our email list or because someone has forwarded it to you. Unsubscribe 
from this newsletter.  

If you are having difficulties viewing this email, you can also view it posted by the Academy for Advanced Learning website at 
www.academyacl.org and the May 2009 edition posted by District 11 at http://www.d11.org/palmer/GT/files/giftedgallery5_09.pdf  
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